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But the death of Mary did not end England's
troubles. It changed them and in one way brought
the crisis of the reign. From now Spain was
driven into the open; England must share the
danger which up till then had faced the Queen.
The death of Elizabeth had not been brought
about; instead it had been Mary Stuart who
perished. As assassination had failed, Philip must
try the force of arms.
In modern times we know that nations invade
territories and fight campaigns without making
any formal declaration of war, but perhaps it is
surprising to learn that the Armada sailed, and
was defeated, without either Philip or Elizabeth
declaring war on each other. Philip began to plan
his great expedition, and all the world knew the
ships were assembling, but he never said what
were his intentions. rlndeed, as if to deceive
Elizabeth, he began negotiations with her through
Parma, his great general in the Netherlands. The
war-party in England were furious at this; for
there was one party longing for war, another for
peace. Burghley himself was afraid, and would
gladly snatch at any chance of making a treaty
with Spain. Those who wanted to fight were in
despair and said, " never was there such a mask
made to deceive England ".
Elizabeth, however, was not in the least de-
ceived. She knew that supplies had been collected
from all over Spain, munitions bought, troops
assembled and the ships ordered to collect in